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Unistructural Multistructural Relational Extended abstract

Define

Identify

Do simple 

procedure

Define

Describe

List

Do algorithm

Combine

Compare/contrast

Explain causes

Sequence

Classify

Analyse

Part/whole

Relate

Analogy

Apply

Formulate questions

Evaluate

Theorise

Generalise

Predict

Create

Imagine

Hypothesise

Reflect

SOLO TAXONOMY

(after Biggs and Collis 1982)

Prestructural
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HOT DEFINE Visual Map 
SOLO : MULTISTRUCTURAL

DEFINE

Define: Analysing ideas to 

determine the content of 

the topic.

main 

idea/ 

thing

relevant

not relevant
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DESCRIBE

DESCRIBE

Describe: Analysing ideas/ 

things to determine  

characteristics or attributes.

characteristic

characteristic

characteristic

characteristic

characteristic

idea/thing characteristic

HOT DESCRIBE Visual Map
SOLO : MULTISTRUCTURAL © 2004  Hooked on Thinking
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Sequence: Analysing ideas by 

putting things in order, to rank, list, 

sort, order, timeline

SEQUENCE

most

earliest

first

least

latest

last

SEQUENCE

HOT SEQUENCE Visual Map 
SOLO : RELATIONAL © 2004 Hooked on Thinking

Vocabulary that signals 

Sequencing: 

first, next, then, initially, 

before, after, when, 

finally, preceding, and 

following, rank, list, sort, 

order, timeline
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Classify: Analysing ideas by 

arranging similar ideas into 

groups

CLASSIFY

main idea

category category

sub 

category

sub 

category

sub 

category

sub 

category

CLASSIFY

HOT CLASSIFY Visual Map
SOLO : RELATIONAL © 2004 Hooked on Thinking

Vocabulary that signals 

Classification: 

To group, to divide, to 

categorise, types, 

categories, groups, 

classes, kinds, 

examples, species, 

components.
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COMPARE & CONTRAST

Compare and contrast: Explaining 

how two or more object/ideas are 

similar and different

SOLO : RELATIONAL © 2004 Hooked on Thinking

Vocabulary that 

signals 

Compare:
Also, as, as well as, both, In 

the same manner, in the 

same way,  like, likewise, 

most important, same, 

similar, similarly, the same 

as , too, still, in comparison, 

at the same time

Contrast:
Although, but, differ, even 

though, however, in 

contrast, instead, 

nevertheless, on the 

contrary, on the other hand, 

unless, unlike, while, yet, 

conversely, nonetheless

HOT COMPARE CONTRAST Visual Map

COMPARE & CONTRAST

Object/

idea

Object/

idea

similaritiesdifferences differences

Generalisation …
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Part-whole analysis: Analysing

how parts contribute to the 

whole, and how each part 

functions

PART WHOLE

PART WHOLE

whole

part

part

part

part

if part missing

then ...

part function

is … 

HOT PART WHOLE ANALYSIS Visual Map
SOLO : RELATIONAL © 2004 Hooked on Thinking
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Cause and effect: Analysing by 

determining causes and predicting 

effects 

CAUSE and EFFECT

possible 

cause

possible 

cause

possible 

cause

event

CAUSE and EFFECT

possible 

cause

possible 

effect

possible 

effect

possible 

effect

possible 

effect

HOT CAUSE EFFECT Visual Map 
SOLO : RELATIONAL © 2004 Hooked on Thinking

Vocabulary that signals 

Cause and effect: 

because, so, 

consequently, therefore, 

due to, since, as a result 

of, the reason for, thus, 

nevertheless, so that, if… 

then, for, for this reason, 

this is how, and 

accordingly.
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Analogy: Analysing by 

finding similarities between 

things that are otherwise 

different. 

ANALOGY

ANALOGY

A is like B with regard to ………..

A B

Significant 

attribute of A 

Significant 

attribute of B

as

HOT ANALOGY Visual Map 
SOLO : RELATIONAL © 2004 Hooked on Thinking
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GENERALISE

GENERALISE

Generalisation

Explain 
Support generalisation 

with explanation

(reliability)

Evaluate Generalisation
Accept/Reject/Uncertain

Example
Support explanation 

with evidence/examples

(validity)

HOT GENERALISE Visual Map 
SOLO : EXTENDED ABSTRACT © 2004 Hooked on Thinking
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PREDICTION

Predict: To claim that a particular 

event will occur in the future

Possible

outcome

Possible evidence 

against this outcome

Judge 

likeliness 

of possible

outcome

Actual evidence 

for this outcome

Actual evidence 

against this outcome

Possible evidence 

for this outcome

Make a 

Prediction

PREDICTION

HOT PREDICTION Visual Map 
SOLO : EXTENDED ABSTRACT © 2004 Hooked on Thinking

Imagine

Imagine

Find

Find
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Evaluate: To analyse and 

judge a claim 

EVALUATE

EVALUATE

Claim

Reason

Objection

Grounds
No grounds

Common knowledge

Personal knowledge

Expert opinion

Overall 

Evaluation

of Claim

Reliable/

unreliable/

uncertain

Support for 

Reasons 
strong/weak

This is a reason for

the claim because 

This is an objection 

to the claim because

Check

Support for 

Objections
strong/weak

Check

Judge

Judge

HOT EVALUATE Visual Map
SOLO : EXTENDED ABSTRACT © 2004 Hooked on Thinking
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